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Linda Brodsky (Figure 1). The last thing I could 
ever have dreamed is that I would ever be standing 
on a cold February day at a cemetery in Buffalo, NY 
to witness - it’s hard to say it - the burial of Dr. Linda 
Brodsky. I thought many things as a stood there, as the 
shovels full of soil dropped into the grave, as I myself, 
with others, wielded a shovel. And my mind turned to 
when I first met Linda when I was Chairperson of the  
Department of Otolaryngology at Montefiore-Einstein 
and she arrived as a young resident. There have been 
many wonderful residents but that was a particularly 
sparkling class - and they remained in contact, friends: 
Linda’s passing is truly like the ripples flowing  
outward from a stone dropped in the water. 
She was 60 years old. 

Linda grew up on Long Island, NY, graduated 
from Bryn Mawr College with honors in 1974, graduated from the Medical Col-
lege of Pennsylvania in 1979 and completed residency training at the Montefiore 
Hospital and Medical Center and the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in 1983. 
As a resident she seemed to have limitless energy. She excelled clinically, and 
engaged in substantial research, examining in an early publication, for example, 
the histopathology of subglottic hemangiomas, and further studied the effects of 
tracheotomy on tracheal mucosa1. 

You can be sure that when Linda completed her residency I hoped that she 
would stay on as faculty but she and her husband, Dr. Saul Greenfield, went to 
Buffalo, where she rose to the rank of Professor of Otolaryngology at the State 
University of New York at Buffalo. There, Linda continued to make contributions 
to the basic sciences and to the understanding of clinical issues, and was active and 
creative organizationally - among her achievements, she was a founding member 
of ASPO. She served on many editorial boards and was a superb reviewer - rigor-
ous, communicative and analytical. All here are well aware that her landmark se-
ries of publications concerning the histopathology of tonsils infected or hypertro-
phied are classic for the field2. The classification of tonsil pathology she developed 
is now used worldwide3. Amongst many other contributions to medical science, 
the book she wrote in collaboration with Joan AR-Ved-Son, Pediatric Swallowing 
and Feeding: Assessment and Management, is currently undergoing planning for 
a third edition. 

These and her many other contributions constitute an impressive and sub-
stantial body of work that has greatly enriched the field of Pediatric Otolaryngol-
ogy. She went on, however, to make game-changing contributions, and placed her 

Figure 1. Linda Brodsky
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highly individualized stamp, on yet another dimension of medicine. Linda was fu-
eled by an intensely felt aversion to injustice. She saw injustice in the form of sub-
stantial discrimination against women physicians, in general and in particular in 
the medicai schools of the state of New ork. In 2000, she embarked upon a long, 
personally painful, costly, legal action which resulted in filing a claim of gender 
discrimination with the United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion. The case was settled in 2007 and 2008. The results are lasting - well beyond 
Linda’s prematurely ended lifetime. The outcome of her eight-year struggle was 
the establishment of the principie of equal pay for ali women throughout New 
York State Universities. 

Dr. Brodsky worked for equality in other ways as well, through writings, 
talks, websites, and personal communications - and her remarkable blog, where 
she once wrote these words: Only She ho Attempts the Absurd Can Achieve the 
Impossible’ is the story of my fight against what I believed to be the injustices of 
systemic, entrenched bias against women, which I undertook with the hope that no 
woman would ever again have to unfairly suffer an injustice like the one I believed 
I had to face.” 

Among the many other dimensions of her rich life, one was her profound 
commitment to her religion, one she shared, it happens, with other good friends 
and colleagues of her residency class. Her funeral was held in the temple to which 
she had contributed in every way: during the service the ideas, enthusiasm and 
time she had devoted to the temple was described vividly. I recall one Friday after-
noon in S o Paulo, Brazil. and Dr. Brodsky wished to find an Orthodox synagogue 
but - paradox is everywhere – it had to be one that would allow women to partici-
pate on an equal basis. I doubted such a place existed but – she found it  So, I had 
the privilege of accompanying her, and participating on an equal footing, in the 
Friday night services, then returning to our medical meeting in the hotel. 

Central to her life was her family. Dr. Brodsky was not only a mother but also 
a mentor, confidant and friend for her three wonderful children, Jeremy, Dana, and 
Rebecca, who have embarked upon their own careers (Figure 2). I very recently 
had lunch with Jeremy where we discussed his professional and personal interest 
in books – a young man after my own heart – and in particular his work in digital 
publishing. 

Figure 2. The lady in red (right) with her family
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She was supportive of and supported by her lifelong beloved partner, her 
husband Dr. Saul Greenfield. In Buffalo, after the service, commenting on the 
beautiful works of art in her home, I mentioned to Saul that an artist had told me 
that Linda had given one of her works of art to Saul for his birthday. Saul smiled - 
yes, it was a sad smile – nodded his head and said, “All our works of art were given 
to each other.” Mutuality was of the The text message that I received from Saul at 
0750 Thursday the 13th of February 2014 was Linda is gone . How could that 
be possible? She will be deeply missed by all who knew her, including her many 
friends and colleagues of ASPO. For many who will never know her, she has made 
their worlds a fairer, healthier, better place. 

Robert Ruben 
New York, May 15th, 2014 
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